














EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Mr. Charles A. Spain, Jr.
504 Branard St.
Houston, Texas 77006-5018 USA
Home: (713) 529-2545
Work: (718) 655-2742
. Telecopier: (718) 752-2304
e-mail: pres@nava.org or caspainjr@aol.com

Vice President:

Mr. William J. Trinkle

7580 Eddylee Way

Sacramento, California 95822-5218 USA
Home: (916) 399-0564
Work: (510) 836-3555
Telecopier: (510) 834-4748

Corresponding Secretary:

Mr. David S. Breitenbach

900 Nottingham Rd. Apt. 1

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230-1761 USA

Home: (313) 331-6843
Work: (313) 933-3016
e-mail: corsec@nava.org or

david.breitenbach@s3abac8.ssa.gov

Recording Secretary:

Mr. Michael F. H. Halleran

1228 McKenzie St.

Victoria, British Columbia V8V 2W5 Canada

Home: (250) 382-0837

Work: (250) 356-2711

Telecopier: (250) 356-1871

e-mail: recsec@nava.org or mfhh@islandnet.com

Treasurer:

Dr. Peter J. Orenski

TME Co., Inc.

101 Belair Dr.

New Milford, Connecticut 06776-2441 USA

Home: (860) 354-0686
Work: (860) 354-0686
Telecopier: (860) 354-2786
e-mail: treas@nava.org or tmealf@aol.com

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Dr. John M. Purcell, chair
Dr. Scot M. Guenter
Mr. Lee L. Herold

APPOINTED OFFICERS

Historians:
Ms. Vanessa Van de Putte
Mr. Henry Peter Van de Putte

Page 6 NAVA News January/February 1997

NAVA Shopkeeper:
Mr. Nicholas A. Artimovich, II

Parliamentarian:
vacant

Protocol:
Mr. James J. Ferrigan III

Registered Agent:
Ernest E. Aitchison, Esq.

1996-97 COMMITTEES

Audit:

Mr. Peter Kinderman, chair

Mr. Lee L. Herold

Mr. Gustav Tracchia

Mr. Charles A. Spain, Jr., ex officio

Budget:

Mr. Nicholas A. Artimovich, II, chair
Mr. Peter B. Edwards

Dr. Peter J. Orenski

Mr. Charles A. Spain, Jr., ex officio

Convention:

Ms. Mary Ann Docktor-Smith, cochair
Mr. Randolph D. Smith, cochair

Mr. Richard A. Kenny

Mr. Lynn A. Knights

M. Jean-Robert Zonda

Mr. Charles A. Spain, Jr., ex officio

Membership:

Dr. John A. Lowe, chair

Dr. Andrew Richard Biles, Jr.

Ms. Barbara Herold

Dr. Peter J. Orenski

Mr. Harry W. Oswald

Mr. Charles A. Spain, Jr., ex officio

Program:

Mr. William J. Trinkle, chair

Ms. Mary Ann Docktor-Smith
Mr. Randolph D. Smith

Mr. Gustav Tracchia

Mr. Charles A. Spain, Jr., ex officio

Publications:

Dr. John M. Purcell, chair

Mr. James A. Croft, NAVA News editor
Dr. Scot M. Guenter, Raven editor
Mr. John H. Gamez

Mr. Kevin Harrington

Mr. Jon T. Radel

Mr. Charles A. Spain, Jr., ex officio

Publicity:
Mr. Jon T. Radel, chair
Ms. Carita M. Culmer



VEXILLIANA

New Flags and Flag News
Reported in the World's Flag Journals

by Kevin Harrington

Eritrea

The flag of Eritrea underwent some modifications in late 1995. Its
proportions are now 1:2. The olive wreath and vertical branch have
thickened - larger, closer leaves. The branch just reaches into the gap
separating the tips of the wreath. At the same time a presidential flag
was adopted. It is identical to the national flag but instead of the
wreath and branch it bears the arms of the country (on a disc en-
circled by an olive wreath, a camel on a desert mound, facing the fly,
a scroll below has the country’s name in three languages. (The Flag
Bulletin, SAVA Newsletter, Nordisk Flagkontakt)

Scandinavia & Finland
Nordisk Flagkontakt, no. 23, lists the Flag Days of Denmark. In other
articles the burgees and rank signals of the Finnish-Motorboat Club
are illustrated as are four flags of the National Socialist movement in
the Nordic countries of the 1930s

South Africa

The Southern African Vexillological Association has published its
Newsletter 15 and 16,1996, and Journal 4/95. Articles appear on his-
torical flags such as the proposed powder-hoary flag for the Orange
Free State of 1855 and versions of the Natalia Republic flag, an
Afrikaner flag from Southern Rhodesia, flags of New Republic,
Stellaland etc.

The ongoing political changes in South Africa have resulied in
changes to flags - Johannesburg’s flag disappears, the new province
of Mpumalanga has a flag. There is news of vexillology on the
Internet.

Spain .

Banderasno. 60 (Sept. 1996) discusses legislation on civic emblems
in the Basque Lands (Pais Vasco); the flags of antiquity - Assyria, Per-
sia, Greece; the standards of the Tribes of Israel; some military stan-
dards; twelve municipal flags of Cuenca; heraldic flags of the French
region of Poitou-Charente flags on collectible cards. Index to issues
51-60.

Gaceta de Banderas is a 4-page newsletter on flag affairs around the
world. Michel Lupant, no. 31 (August 1996) writes in English about
the many interesting flags of the War Museum of Greece. L. Nyssen
advises a halt to logomania in French, no. 32. The flags of Florida’s
Fort Lauderdale and Bartow are shown. In no. 30: the flags of
Istanbul, Orenburg and Vilna.

Canada

Flagscan no. 44 features civic flags in Alberta, the history of flags
in Cape Breton with its newest flag new civic and naval flags of Croatia,
flag of the Croat-Muslim Federation; Meet Gus Tracchia; NAVA'’s Sac-
ramento conference; flag anniversaries - Papua, Guyana, Irish flag in
the Spanish Civil War; flag of Tiwi Island, flags over Labuan, Palmyra
Atoll.

In Hogtown Heraldry (Oct.), the newsletter of the Torontojranch
of the HSC: Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
(Canada) flag and the arms and flag of NAVA member Peter Edwards.

National flag and Presidential flag of Eritrea, red triangle,
green over blue bands
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Abovee: Flags of Fort Lauderdale and Istanbul; flag of Labuan Federal
Territory (Malaysia), red, whitee, blue, yellow crescent and star.

Below: Flag and emblem of the Latter Day Saints (Canada), purple flag,
gold oval, gold figures on purple disc); right, ancient Persian ensign.
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BOOK REVIEW

THE UNITED STATES FLAGBOOK

Reviewed by Whitney Smith

Written by Robert L. Loeffelbein, (McFarland and Company, Box
611, Jefferson NC 28640; 1996); softcover, 230 pages; $38 postpaid

This new title is unusual in a number of respects. It is surprisingly
pricey for a paperback containing illustrations in black and white only
and, for a book which few will read cover to cover (most will turn to
it for reference purposes only), the index is inadequate in length,
detail, and accuracy. The focus of the book—contrary to most on
American flags—is principally on different aspects of the proper eti-
quette for flag display. Indeed, it gives more depth of analysis and
interpretation to this area than any book since the last edition of
James Moss’ The Flag of the United States went out of print in the 1940s.
By contrast, the material on flag history, which in many books takes
up the bulk of the text and illustrations, forms only a modest part of
The United States Flagbook. For example, the list of different versions
of the Stars and Stripes and the corresponding dates when each was
used, a fundamental reference item, is missing.

The author clearly has done years of research and has collected a
tremendous amount of material in preparation for his book. The
magazine and newspaper articles, references to stage productions and
television programs, the citation of court cases and sport events, plus

similar facts, all suggest a concerted effort to survey the subject area.

Readers are presented with a constant stream of anecdotes about
usages associated with the various provisions of the Flag Code, includ-
ing many unusual ones. These are accompanied by a number of pho-
tographs and illustrations which further illuminate the unique ways
in which the American public views and treats its chief symbol.
Unfortunately, the author misses the forest for all the trees he has
discovered. The examples he elucidates are interesting and relevant,
but the overall perspective and common thread one would have
hoped for are missing. Even his main theme—the need to understand
and strictly apply the rules of the Flag Code—is presented in an un-
even fashion. For example, he keeps returning to the concept of “in-
tent” as a means of judging whether an action is justifiable but does
not give any clear definition of the word. At times he seems to dis-
miss it by saying that we cannot read the mind of a person commit-
ting an act; at other times he suggests that the intent of certain people
(Abbie Hoffman, for example) is abundantly clear. Throughout,
Loeffelbein recognizes that there are valid objections to certain points
in the Code and that there are many aspects which should be modi-
fied in the Code as it is now written, yet insists they be followed.

Regarding unauthorized modified versions of the Stars and Stripes
and flag desecration, Loeffelbein has some suggestions: to deal with
the former he would recommend regulation and inspection of flag
manufacturers (“shouldn’t the flag-maker be held just as responsible
as the flag-waver?” p. 198). For the latter, American history provides
his remedy (p. 179):

How lax our laws concerning the flag have become. As
early as 1800 a man in New Orleans was convicted . . . and
hanged for tearing down a United States flag that flew
over the mint.

If the proposed “Flag Protection Amendment” is ever added ;20 the
U.S. Constitution, we might face implementation of just such irre-
sponsible concepts. .

For the omriivorous vexillologist, there are many intriguing and
interesting points that may recommend purchase of the book, even
if it is not the “definitive reference source” which the author an-
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nounces he has written. However, be prepared for some surprising
(and sometimes inaccurate) information! “Heraldry. . . is the basis
for vexillology” (p. 171); and, the color of the “infantry regiment of
1790: a blue banner with a spread-winged eagle. . . must have been
the inspiration for the [1782] Great Seal of the United States” (p.
155); and Captain Samuel Chester Reid was the “designer of the
United States Flag” (p. 141). As a solid approach to the subject, the
reader would do better to stick to the Smithsonian’s 1981 So Proudly
We Hail!

FLAGS AND INSIGNIAS OF
GENDAMERIE AND POLICE
ACROSS THE WORLD (Volume II)

Michel R. Lupant

Michel Lupant, a NAVA member from Belgium, has produced a
second volume on police flags and insignias of the world. Published
as a limited edition in French, it contains 162 pages and 300 draw-
ings. Michel is to be congratulated for the extensive research he has
done on this important aspect of vexillology, which, for the most part,
was neglected until the publication of these two volumes. Vexil-
lologists interested in police flags will especially want to secure this
work. Even the generalists will want to have it on their library shelf
to view the many interesting flag designs. (Editor, Jim Croft)

The book is available from:

Centre Belgo-Européen d’Etudes des Drapeaux
6, Clos de la Pastine

B-1340 Ottignies

Belgium

Payment is only accepted in Belgian currency to Mr. Lupant’s ac-
count 000-0186089-43, by eurocheque in Belgian francs (BF) or by
postal international money order in BF. Michel states one can send
money in an envelope but one does so at his or her own risk.

The cost from North America is surface mail: 680 BF and airmail:
800 BF.

Drapeaux et Insignes de Gendarmerie et de Police
Dans le Monde, volume 2
Source: Centre Belgo-Europeéen d’Etudes des Drapeaux

Also by Michel R. Lupant
Flags, Coats of Arms and Badges of the Isle of Man
This 34-page volume is in English and contains 72 pictures in black-
and-white and in color. It is a limited edition and payment can be
made as listed above at 510 BF from North America via surface mail.



LETTER TO THE EDITOR

October 30, 1996
Dear Sir,

I refer back to your issue XXIX.4 of July/August last, and the item
on the strange flag emerging from Raleigh, NC, as queried by Glenn
Nolan.

There can be no doubt that this is the long-lost flag of Roanoke,
the colony briefly established in North Carolina in 1585, and corre-
sponding to the New Albion Colony created on the west coast of
North America at roughly the same time. '

As John Hall and I revealed at San Antonio in 1992, a document
found during the fire at Windsor Castle showed that Queen Elizabeth
had granted flags for the colonies, the first English colonies in the
New World, or indeed anywhere, and that the New Albion Flag con-
tained a representation of “a great bear of that country.” It seems
highly probable therefore that the Roanoke flag contained “a deer
of that country.” Unfortunately that part of the grant was destroyed
by the fire, so we cannot be certain. The document appears to date
from 1588, the year of the destruction of the Spanish invasion force,
and therefore a time when it seemed likely that England would be
in a good position to take over North America. However, as we know,
Roanoke did not survive beyond 1590, and there is little, if any, trace
of English settlement in New Albion, apart from the survival (in
hispanicised form) of the names of the towns of St Francis and En-
glish City (San Francisco and Ciudad de los Ingleses).

How the Roanoke flag came to survive in North Carolina, or in-
deed how the Bear Flag came to survive until 1846, are mysteries still
to be solved, but if anyone else can come up with a better explana-
tion than this I shall be intrigued to read it!

Yours faithfully,

William G. Crampton

The Flag Institute

10 Vicarage Road

Chester CH2 3HZ England
Telephone: (44) 01244 351335
Fax: (44) 01244 341894

e-mail: dir@flaginst.demon.co.uk

New Albion 1587

Roanoke 1585

“NEW” FLAGS

The editor received the following information from Charles Spain,
which he received from Bruce Berry, secretary of the Southern Afri-
can Vexillological Association. The present South African national flag,
which was originally adopted as that nation’s flag for the five-year tran-
sitional period, has now been adopted as the permanent national flag.

The new Constitution of the Republic of South Africa Bill, adopted
May 6, 1996, has this to say about the flag:

Chapter 1 - Founding Provisions

National Flag _
5. The national flag of the Republic is black, gold, green,
white, red, and blue, as described and sketched in Schedule 1.

Schedule 1 - National Flag

(1) The national flag is rectangular; it is one and a half times
longer than it is wide.

(2) Itis black, gold, green, white, chilli red, and blue.

(3) It has a green Y-shaped band that is one-fifth as wide as
the flag. The centre lines of the band start in the top and
bottom corners next to the flag post, converge in the centre
of the flag, and continue horizontally to the middle of the
free edge.

(4) The green band is edged, above and below in white,
and towards the flag post end, in gold. Each edging is
one-fifteenth as wide as the flag.

(5) The triangle next to the flag post is black.

(6) The upper horizontal band is chilli red and the lower
horizontal band is blue. These bands are each one-third as
wide as the flag.

The specifications are the same as for the interim flag. A color GIF
with the specifications can be downloaded from the ANC’s WWW
page: http://www.anc.org.za/lists/logolist.htm]

For other new flags, see the Vexillinia column in this issue.

4” X 6" FLAGS (continued from page 3)
18.1775 Commander-in-Chief

19.1775 Twelve-Star United States (13 Stripes)
20.1775 “Come If You Dare”

21.1775 Fort Mifflin

22.1776 Barton’s Flag

23.1776 Sea Captains (13 Stars, 9 Stripes)
24.1776 United States Navy Jack (13 Stars)
25.1776 First Navy Stars and Stripes

26.1776 Navy Jack

27.1776 Naval

28.1776 White Plains

29.1776 13 Stars (6-Pointed)

30.1776 Easton

31.1777 Hulbert

32.1777 Fort Mercer

33.1777 Brandywine Flag

34.1777 Sullivan Life Guard

35.1778 13-Star (Red, White and Blue Stripes)
36.1779 Flag of the Alliance

37.1780 U.S.S. Trumball

38.1781 Cowpens (Third MD Regiment)
39.1781 P du Congress

40.1782 Letter Pennant
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NAVA XXXI Flag

NAVA will holds its XXXI annual meeting in Chicago, Illinois from
October 10-12, 1997. Your assistance is requested in the designing of
an appropriate flag for this occasion. Please submit all entries for the
NAVA XXXI Flag by July st to: Ms. Mary Ann Doctor-Smith, EBI
Employee Benefits, Inc., 4949 W. Diversey Ave., Chicago, IL 60639-
1705 USA Home: (312) 2374574

: Treasurer’s Note
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE send in your 1997 dues promptly if you
have not done so! By doing so you will be saving NAVA much needed
funds from the postage and printing of renewal notices. Moreover,
there will be no interruption in your receiving NAVA News issues.
Thank youl Dr. Peter . Orenski, TME Co., Inc., 101 Belair Dr.
New Milford, Connecticut 06776-2441 USA (860) 354-0686

On behalf of NAVA I would like to thank Carolyn Fielding of The Flag
Center for her $100 contribution to defray the cost on the next color
insert in NAVA News. Dr. Peter |. Orenski, Treasurer

N For Sale
One 46 star U.S. flag measuring 5'6"x10’ (66"x120"). If interested, please
contact: Janet C. Purtilnick, 3 Scarlet Oak Mews, Medford, NJ 08055

‘ Wanted
1) Book: The Stars and Stripes by Mastai, Knopf, 1973

2) Book: Thirteen Star Flags by Grace Cooper, Smithsonian.

Call or write: Thomas Rentschler, 319 North 3rd Street, Hamilton,
OH 45011 (513) 863-8633

North American Vexillological Association
Suite 225

1977 North Olden Avenue Extension
Trenton, New Jersey 08618-2193 U.S.A.
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

NAVA flag
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Editor’'s Note
Due to extenuating circumstances beyond my control, this issue was
delayed. I thank the readers for their understanding.

James Croft
NAVA NEWS EDITOR VEXI-BITS EDITOR
James A. Croft John H. Gamez
P.O. Box 365 276 Claremont

Northhampton, MA 01061 San Antonio, TX 78209-6806

(413) 586-2549
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