











AOTEAROA:
SOME LESSER KNOWN FLAGS

by Don Healy

To many, the initial reaction to the title may be — lesser known
flags? I've never even heard of Aotearoa.

But, rest easy, Aotearoa is the Maori name for their homeland, a
land known to most of the outside world as New Zealand. Within
New Zealand, both English and Maori are official languages and
government buildings are being identified in both tongues, news
broadcasts are delivered in both, and the country is referred to by
either term.

Aotearoaq, in case you are wondering, means “Land of The
Great White Cloud", afitting appellation for the land down under
the ““Land Down Under"'. The mountains that form the spine of both
the North and South islands capture clouds as they sweep across
the Tasman Sea and create one long stretch of billowy white that
can be seen long before the islands become visible. It was these
cloud”s that led the ancestors of the Maori to New Zealand,
initially.

Here, under those long white clouds, fly many different flags,
many of which are well known to the vexillologist. Many diverse
flag ﬁooks and charts have recorded the national flag and its main
derivatives - the red ensign, the white ensign of the New Zealand
navy, the light blue ensigns of the Air Force and civil aviation.

What has been overlooked, not only from Aotearog, but other
lands as well, are some of the less widely used flags. These include
city flags, yachting flags, and governmental department flags.

During the week preceding the 13th International Congress of
Vexillology, | had the great good fortune to wander Wellington
and other areas of Aotearoa. New (to me) flags were everywhere
to be found.

Three city flags were discovered, Wellington (Fig. 1), Auckland
(Fig. 2), and the City of Lower Hutt (Fig. 3), a northern suburb of
Wellington.
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Asyoucan see, the three citiesrepresent three different sytles of
flag design. Auckland, with its banner of arms, is very traditional
and complicated. The flag, yes, there is only one, and even the city
librarians were amazed to find that the city had adopted a flag
way back in 1955, is in the city hall of Auckland. In the chief, the
two compartments contain a blue field bearing a gold cornucopia
and in the tly, ared tield bearing a pick and shovel in natural color.
The base othe flag bears a schooner in natural color on white
sailing upon the blue water.

Wellington, the capital, avoids the complication of a banner of
arms, ongos aresult, has a flag that flies outdoors, allowing itself
to be seen by residents. The ship appearing in the center is similar
in style to the ship appearing on the national arms, but carries an
heraldic dolphin on its white sail.

Lower Hutt, one of Wellington's largest suburbs, uses a very
modern design based upon its geographic position along the
banks of the Hutt River. This rather simple designisseenflying from
virtually all municipal buildings within Lower Hutt.

The t%ree cities show a direct inverse relationship between sim-

licity/cost and use of their civic symbols, a lesson that should not
Ee lost on other flag designers.

In Wellington, one flag that is commonly seen is that of the New
Zealand Railways Corp. (Fig. 4). That's the company that not only
runs the railroads, as you may have suspected, but also operates
the Wellington to Picton ferry service which connects the two
islands. Those ferries, the Aratika and the Arahura, both fly the
Railways banner as a house flag. Y
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Fig. 4

The handsome flag used by the Railways Corp. is not the only
government o?ency touse a Kandsome flag. The Department of
Conservation flies a striking flag (Fig. 5) from all its buildings, and
uses the design as a letterhead as well.
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Fig. 5

As might be expected from an island nation, many of the flags
flown in New Zealand tie closely to the sea. Wellington's Royal
Port Richardson Yacht Club flies its burgee (Fig. 6) over its head-
quarters on the edge of town.

B- Fig. 6

— Continued on Page 6
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Continuved from Page 5

In Auckland, the Auckland Harbor Board flies its banner of arms
(Fig. 7) from its'buildings along the waterfront of New Zealand's
largest city.
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One other common design seen throughout the country, though
only rarely in flag format, is the logo of the 14th Commonweaﬁh
Games (Fig. 8) w%\ich occur in Auckland in January 1990. When
used in flag format, the logo is centered on a plain white field.

Fig. 8

Lastly, a flag seen occasionally throughout the land is one man's
idea for a new national flag (Fig. 9). New Zealand's floral emblem
is the silver fern. This is just one of many types of ferns that are
native to New Zealand, though not as common as most. New
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Fig. 9

Zealand is a fern lovers paradise, with a tremendous proliferation
of these prehistoric plants to be found everywhere in great abun-
dance. The silver fern is also used on the uniforms of New
Zealand's famous rubgy team, the All Black, and before the
appearance of the ““fighting kiwi"’, was used on a black flag as a
local sports flag.

The “tighting kiwi"* has become a popular symbol and replaced
the silver fern banner, but the proposed flag for New Zealand uses
only an unfurling frond instead of an entirely opened frond that
appears on the sports flag. The concept of the fern flag brings
together much more native symbolism, than does the current
national flag. The use of the fern also ties into the art of the native
Maori, many of their designs are based on unfurling ferns. The
colors of the proposed flag utilize two of the three Maori tradi-
tional colors: black, white and ochre.

Although the push for a new national flag is minimal, the one
proposal that exists, bodes well for such a project. After expe-
riencing New Zealand first hand, the proposed flag is an
attractive and fitting design for on one of the world's most magnif-
icent lands; a land of green ferns and long white clouds.
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FLAGS IN JAPANESE MONS
by John H. Gamez

-The Mon is aninsignia used by individuals, families, or organiza-
tionsin Japan. Like European heraldry, they are applied to armor,
flcgs, clotﬁing, and possessions. They are also used as corporate
0gos.

%he Mon originated during the Nara period (710-794) as sym-
bols for the court aristocracy. Over the centuries they were
adopted by the Warrior class and eventually the commoners.

Unlike heraldry, the Mon is noft restrict o an exacting form. A
single Mon can be shared by many families and individuals can
adopt nearly endless variations of the same design. Motifs vary
from things in nature to abstract geometric designs. Some Mons
pun the family name or symbolize the user's occupation.

The name "Hata™ means “flag”. The Mons for Hata show flags
with staffs. The Mons shown are (1) Two flags in a diamond, (2) Two
crossed flags, (3) Six right-hand rotating flags, (4) Three staffs
forming a circle with flags, and (5) Flag in a circle.

Sources
Encyclopedia of Japan, Vol. 3, p. 42.
Adachi, Fumie, Japanese Design Motifs. Dover edition, 1972.

4 x 6 CORNER

After a series of “theme’’ corners I'm returning to a more tradi-
tional mix of flags for you collectors to hunt up. I'll lead off with the
big change in the recent past, but after that they get down right
outrageous. You may have a hard time finding all the others, but
rest assured, they do exist. If you want them, it may just take a little
digging, after all, the longer this column goes on, the more obscure
the tlags I'll be reporting on.

Sudan (1987 design - old 1956 flag reborn)
Second Amendment “Thank You"
Theater Masks (comedy & tragedy) Shamrock (on white)

Republican Party (elephant) Colma, CA
Mozart Key West, FL
Beethoven Alameda, CA
Bach San Leandro, CA

Don Healy, 523 Centre St., Trenton, NJ 08611



LETTERS ...

From Earl Williams:

“Francis Hopkinson Flag" decals are now available in size 3" x
44" from The Flag Guys, 283 Windsor Highway, Newburgh, NY
12553.

Williaizis" story of the Hopkinson flag is in the Jan./Feb. 1991
issue of NAVA News, page 5.

From Gary Randall:

I am writing to inquire about the purchase of Past NAVA flags. |
am very interested because | am a flag collector. | couldn’t make
the last meeting in Toronto, October ‘90, but | would like to receive
the 24th NAVA flag, if possible.

Editor’s Note: There are no NAVA 24 flags (4'x6") available;
write to David Pawson, Treasurer, for NAVA flags that are availa-

ble.

From Richard Crossett:

FLAG, one of the Eyewitness Books published by Alfred A. Knopf,
New York. | found this volume in the children's section of a
bookstore in Minneapolis, but any vexillologist will find it is a
beautiful addition to the bookshelf. Every page is filled with full
color illustrations and photographs covering such subjects as the
anatomy of a flag, heraldic flags, flags at sea and several pages of
the flags of major countries o?'rhe world. The author is William
Crampton. 8% x 11, 64 pages, hard cover, about $13.00
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GAVA'S FIRST YEAR

GOLDEN GATE AREA VEXILLOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

With the meeting in San Jose, GAVA brought to a close a most
successful first year of existance with 14 Charter Members and an
average attendance of 9 persons at four quarterly meetings. Meet-
ings were held in Oakland, San Francisco, San Leandro and San
Jose. GAVA thanks all who had the interest to attend the meetings
and become Charter Members, to those who hosted meetings and
all others whose interest and input was felt.

The first meeting of 1991 was held March 10th.” Flag designs,
NAVA by-laws, and newspaper clippings for John Lindert's Vexi-
bits column were on the agenda. '

BUSY AS A BANNER?

AN OPINION
by David Pawson

What a stupid expression! | hope it never gains a toehold in our
language. A flag should not be busy. Unfortunately, too many
flags are busy. So many elements are crammed onto them that they
look more like cloth postcards than banners. Suchtlagstend to be
both uninspired and uninspiring.

Many flags could be greatly simplified, yet lose none of the
message carried. As a case in point, let us consider the flag of
Green Bay, WI. This flag has the following elements — all
depicted in yellow on a green field:

- a forest
- aroll of foper towels
- a football helmet

- a carton of milk
- an ore freighter
- the name GREEN BAY

There may be more elements which | have overlocked, but these
are enough for my purposes.

The flag depicted here could just as well represent Green Bay.
The green-white-green stripes represent the end zone of a football
field (junk the helmet). They are arranged at an angle to portra
the angle at which the bay cuts into the Wisconsin mainland (sin
the ship). The white stripeis the same color as milk, and thereby
alludes to the dairy industry (cart off the carton). The stylized tree
represents the forestry industry (cut down the rest of the trees) as
well as depicting the paper being rolled (put the towels backin the
kifchenl‘. In addition, the green-white-green represents the chang-
ing of the seasons - summer to winter to spring. Finally, drop the

WELCOME. ..
TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

JOAN E. BEARD; Active,
162 N. Lombard Ave., Oak Park, IL 60302
+++>: none listed

JOHN G. BLAIR; Active,
406 Rutger St., Rockville, MD 20850
+++D>: 1) HU; 2) Pirate

ARTHUR W. HAND; Active,
P.O. Box 841, Eureka, CA 95502
+++D: 1) JW; 2) JU; 3) JK

RAYMOND R. JETT, JR.; Active,
3905 W. 187th St., Torrance, CA 90504
+++D: none listed

GORDON C. LAWRENCE; Foreign,
24D Wavertree Rd., South Woodford, London E18 1BL,
United Kingdom
+++>: none listed

JEREMY LEIGH; Student,
840 Van Buren St., Herndon, VA 22070
+++D: none listed

KENNETH R. MELIE; Active,
P.O. Box 129, Forest Grove, OR 97116-0129

) +++D: 1)GW

BYRON W. WARD; Active,
15 Blue Jay Dr., Newburgh, NY 12550
+++D: none listed

ALL MEMBERS NOTE:

Identification Key to numerical/letter designation that follows
some members’ names and addresses: The numbers 1, 2 and 3
indicate order of interest. The letters indicate subject interest. If
not recorded, the interest was not submitted. Information should
be mailed to the Treasurer immediately. The 1991 membership list
will be prepared in June.

Also, please submit your telephone number if you wish to have it
included in the 1991 membership list. Please note Treasurer's new
address: David. Pawson, 1429 Ambherst Drive, Plano, Texas
25075-7203.

Worldwide general interest
Restoration, Preservation
Terminology

Collecting, Hobbyist
Lecturing & Exhibitions
Local States & Provinces

A - Analysis & Research M - Military

B - Books, Charts & Documentation N - Naval & Flags at Sea’

C-- Canadian Flags O - Opposition, Revolution & Exile
D - Design P - Production, Manufacturing
E - Ecclesiastic R - Royal, Heads of State, etc/
F - Fun Flags, Flags as Art S - Sales, Retail & Wholesale
G - Government & National Flags T - Towns, Civic & Municipal
H - Historical U - United States Flag

I - Ideological V - Vexillological Heraldry

J W

K X

L YA

name. Apparently having failed to adequately represent Green
Bay, the present flag bears the name. This design ought not.
With a little imcgbinction and a lot less clutter, a simpler, more

distinctive flag can be made for most cities and states - even a few
countries. So let's not have our flags working quite so hard: let's
leave it to the beavers to be busy.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT
Donald T. Healy
523 Center Street
Trenton, NJ 08611-3017
(609) 392-4574
VICE PRESIDENT
Scot M. Guenter
201 S. Fourth St., #617
San Jose, CA 95112
(408) 295-1425
CORRESPONDING SEC'Y.
Adam Stolfi

. P.O. Box 481
Armonk, NY 10504-0481
(914) 242-0431
RECORDING SEC'Y.
Kevin Harrington
50 Heathfield Drive
Scarborough, Ont.
MIM 3B1 Canada
TREASURER
David Pawson
1429 Amherst Drive
Plano, TX 75075-7203
(214) 380-8329
CONSULTANTS
(Past NAVA Presidents)
Dr. Whitney Smith (1967-77)
Rev. D. Ralph Spence (1977-78)
Rev. John R.B. Szala (1978-80)
Robert S. Gauron (1980-81)
John M. Purcell (1981-83)
Grace R. Cooper (1983-86)
Doreen Braverman (1986-87)
W.W. Ridgway (1987-89)
Historian - Mark Liss

Parlimentarian- Rbt. Coykendall
Protocal Officer - Donald Booth

NAVA News -
1977 North Qlden Ave.
Suite 225

Trenton, NJ 08618 U.S.A.

OCTOBER 11-13, 1991
NAVA XXV

NAVA NEWS EDITOR
Grace R. Cooper
Route 9 West, Box 43A

Great Cacapon, WV 25422

304/947-7622
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1990-91 COMMITTEES

Nominating Committee
Whitney Smith

Rich Kenny

Mark Liss

Auditing Committee
Sandra Armstrong, Chair
Doreen Braoverman

Gustavo Tracchia

Budget Committee
Nicholas Artimovich I, Chair
Grace R. Cooper, Editor
Dave Pawson

Membership Committee
David Pawson, Chair

Kevin Harrington

Whitney Smith

Adam Stolfi

NAVA 25 Program Committee
Lee Herold, Co-host/Chair
Barbara Herold, Co-host
Scot Guenter, Program Chair
Public Relations Committee
Kevin Harrington, Chair

Rich Kenny

Don Klett

Publications Committee

Grace Cooper, Editor/Chair |, -,

Jomes Croft

Glenn Nolan

Jon Radel

Vex. Projects Special Committee
Nick Artimovich, Il, Chair
Anne Platoff

Whitney Smith

Grace Cooper, Consultant
By-Laws Special Committee
Rev. John Szala, Chair

Lynn Knights

John Lowe

Charles Spain

EDITOR’S NOTES...

Ward County (Texas) is having a flag competition open to
anyone. There are no restrictions due to residence, age, or any
other factor. They want a county flag. When Dave Pawson was
researching Texas county flags two years ago, Ward Count
became aware that they did not have a flag. The deadline for oﬁ
entries is May 31, 1991. Submit you entry to Pat V. Finley, County
Clerk, Ward County Court House, Monahans, Texas 79756. We
will ask Dave Pawson, who informed us of this contest, to keep us
informed so that we can publish the winning entry. ‘

We hope you remembered to send a flag design to Lee Herold for
NAVA 25. The deadline for that was May 1 so it may be too late by
the time you read this. Lee's address is 1611 First Street, SW,
Rochester, MI 55902. _ g

A registration form for NAVA 25 is included with this newsletter
asis the “Callfor Papers’. Please follow the directions and submit

.. as soon as possible. Copies of most of the Papers delivered at the

*" Toronto Meeting are, regretably, not available as they have not

been furnished by the speakers. Please submit the full text, as

requested, so NAVA will have a record of this information and so it

can be made available to members who are not able to attend the
Annual meeting.

If you haven't paid your dues for 1991, remember according to

_our By-laws dues are payable as of January 1. Current dues

4 ‘pc:ym;nt is required to have your name included in the Membership

777 List 1991,

This Issue goes to the Printer April 5. Deadline for copy for the
July/August NAVA News is June 1.

PLEASE NOTE: Treasurer's change of address; see column at

left. '
L]
'Y
SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID
AT JAMAICA, NEW YORK
AND TRENTON, NEW JERSEY
lLis=,

Heritage Flag Co. P.O. Box Z1571

Mark 4.
Houston
Usa

TX 77asl



NAVA 25 -- MINNEAPOLIS -- CALL FOR PAPERS

Notice is hereby given that proposals for papers to be delivered
at the twenty-fifth annual meeting of the North , American
Vexillological Association are now being accepted by the chair.
Please complete and return this form, along with a 250-500 word
summary of your topic and presentation NO LATER THAN 15 AUGUST
1991 to : Dr. Scot Guenter, NAVA 25 Program Chair, 201 South
Fourth st. #617, San Jose, CA 95112 USA.

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Title of Paper:

Although summaries are due by 15 August 1991, A COMPLETE COPY OF
THE TEXT OF YOUR PRESENTATION must be postmarked NO LATER THAN 15
SEPTEMBER 1991 and sent to the Program Chair at the address given
above. Presentation time limits should be 20-30 minutes.
Special requests for more than 30 minutes will be considered but
are not assured. ‘

Amount of time you request:
REQUEST FOR AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT

Many speakers find the use of AV equipment helps in delivering
their presentations. Please check any equipment you will need
supplied to give your presentation:

overhead projector

slide projector

VCR (please use VHS format)
cassette player

other (specify)

i

Any dquestions? Call Scot Guenter at (408) 295-1425. Please
respond promptly; pay attention to deadline dates.

N.B. Don't forget the presentation judged by the Executive Board
'to best further the aims of vexillology through presenting new
documented information through Tresearch will be awarded the
William Driver Award and a cash prize of $100; generously donated
by the National Flag Foundation.

Display: Planning a display table? Please give your display a
title and send a description of what it will include to Scot
Guenter at the address given above NO LATER THAN 15 AUGUST 1991.

SEE YOU IN MINNESOTA IN OCTOBER!!



