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BOTANICAL GARDEN .FLAG 
at UNIVERSITY OF 
BRITISH COLUMB IA 

The UBC Botanical Garden flag was adopted and 
flown forthefirsttime on May 12, 1981 atthe time ofthe 
official opening of the Physick Garden and Asian 
Garden components of the Botanical Garden. 

The flag is three feet by six feet and is made of nylon. 
The flag consists of two unequal panels. The hoist 
panel is two by three feet of solid green (No. 129 ISCC­
NBS' vivid yellowish-green). The remaining fly panel is 
four by three feet of white with appliqued Botanical 
Garden logo sewn on both sides. 

The logo on the white panel features the official UBC 
Botanical Garden logo. The circle is brown (No. 56 
ISCC-NBC 'beech brown'). The stylized plant with six 
leaves inside the circle is green as in the hoist panel. 
The stylized man of two parts and extruding through 
the circle is orange (No. 48 y.O. ISCC-NBC 'vivid 
orange'). This logo was adopted and first published in 
the Botanical Garden journal DAVIDSONIA, Volume 
4(3): inside back cover in 1973 with the following' 
description: "Plants and Mari," the logo of the UBC 
Botanical Garden emphasizing the understanding of 
the interaction of plants and man through the 
achievement of the objectives of the Botanical Garden 
program." 

The logo represents earth (as a brown circle), plants 
(as a green stylized plant consisting of a stem, six 
leaves and a bud) and a man ( a triangular body plus a 
round head). Plants are found within the circle as they 
are known to occur only on the earth, whereas man is 
shown both on and off the earth denoting that man has 
now travelled beyond the planet. 

The logo and flag were both conceived and 
developed by the Director of the Botanical Garden, 
Dr. Roy L. Taylor. The flag was custom made by The 
Flag Shop of Vancouver, British Columbia. 
.'ISCC-NBS refers to The Inter-Society Color Council Colo'r Chart, National 

Bureau of Standards, Washington, D.C. 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1983 

3 FLAG DEFACERS GET 
CHOICE: JAIL HERE, OR 
GO TO RUSSIA 
SALEM, O. (AP) - Mayor Robert Sell sentenced three 
men charged with defacing four of the town's 
American flags to either go to jail, or become Soviet 
citizens and immediately leave the United States. 

Sell in mayor's court yesterday sentenced Lawrence 
Lottman Jr., 21, of Salem to the maximum 90 days in jail 
and ordered him to pay a $750 fine. On Tuesday, Sell 
had imposed the same sentence on Randall Menough, 
19, and Rolin Jackson, 20, also of Salem. 

Early Saturday, the three men had torn down one of 
the gO brackets on the town's main street that hold 
clusters of four American flags, which were part of the 
town's Memorial Day celebration, Sell said. 

"I told them I would suspend all the sentence and the 
fine ii they would become Russian citizens and leave 
the country," he said. 

When the men declined, the mayor said he gave 
them an alternative: make restitution on the damaged 
flags and bracket, pay a $250 fine each and spend 5 
days in jail. 

Sell also orderd the men to repeat the pledge of 
allegiance at 10 a.m. on the lawn of City Hall each day 
of their jail sentence and spend three Saturdays doing 
community service work ordered by the commanders 
of the town's military service groups. 

"All three accepted, naturally," Sell said. "I wanted to 
prove a point. I think all three of them got the message 
very good." 

from: THE PLAIN DEALER 
Cleveland, Ohio 

2 June 1983 
via: John M. Purcell 

Staten Islanders want to secede 
NEW YORK (UPI) - Perhaps inspired by the 

Fourth of July spirit, some Staten Island residents are 
plotting their own revolution. 

In a poll conducted by the Staten Island Advance 
and published in its Sunday edition under a headline 
crying "Secede," 96 percent of the respondents voted 
on clipout coupons printed in the paper to separate 
from New York City. 

Staten Islanders have volunteered to design a new 
flag for the island, set up secession committees and 
even a new government. 

from: THE TIMES 
Beverly, Mass. 

5 July 1983 
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VEXILLOLOGY: THE STUDENT VERSUS THE ENTHUSIAST 

by Elsie H. Slechta 
As an editor, I am frequently required to make a difficult evaluation of words and statements: what does the writer really 

mean? . 
So it is, I have come to realize, with the subject of this organization, vexillology: what does it really mean? To understand 

it as a branch of learning, one has only to listen to and reflect upon the results of excellent and painstaking research 
reported at our annual conferences and, if we are fortunate enough to attend, at the International Federation level. Our 
subject cannot, of course, claim total scientific exactitude in all of its aspects. Where possible, however, such exactitude is 
a requirement, as in recently adopted -standardization symbols for vexillology. Otherwise, the scientific approach of 
objectivity must be adopted through methodology, with impersonality of interpretation the goal. 

This does not mean that "human nature" is not a part of any scholarly pursuit. We tend to concentrate upon what we find 
personally appealing. We learn, as well, in vexillology, that flags, banners, coats of arms, etc. are the distilled expressions 
of emotions, achievements, and as-pirations, all certainly highly human factors, whether personal or social in 
interpretation. My own research has had a tremendous impact on my realization of the unavoidable human factors 
summed up in the history and use of flags, an impression I tried to convey in my one and only and far from scholarly report 
at a NAVA conference. But as my approach I tried to indicate the psychological and sociological factors inherent in 
vexillology, because I believe that in many respects vexillology represents an esthetic aspect within the social sciences, a 
"concrete' summary of abstract concepts. 

But I have been seriously disturbed by a concurrent realization: we may, as vexillologists, observe the human 
concomitants affecting our field of study, but our own emotions must not determine our interpretations within vexillology. 
I hope I did not project a conviction that a flag is or can be or should be a piece of emotionally-charged scenery within the 
necessarily scholarly framework of vexillological studies. When a flag - ours or someone else's - takes on such an 
emotional connotation, it has immediately become a mere symbol, no longer a part of scientific study. When flag-waving 
begins, in other words, vexillology stops. . 

This is not to say that the vexillologist cannot thrill as an individual to the inspiration, grieve at the cruelties, laugh atthe 
craftinesses, or rage at the hatreds and injustices brought about by someone's or some group's or some nation's attitude 
to a flag as a symbol. But within vexillology we do not participate in these actions or reactions: we study them objectively. 
Attending a conference of la Federation Internationale des Associations Vexillologique (FIAV) is an eye-opening 
experience in all of these respects. The unity of scientific and historic interest o"errides nationalism on the part of any 
one member, and for the most part, members' presentations recognize this fact. When this is not the case, it should be. 

The same criterion should motivate NAVA members as well, since we, too, are members of an international 
organization covering all of North America. Narrow issues of nationalistic politiCS have no place in NAVA or FIAV, simply 
because they reflect personal opinion and therefore emotionalism. No one who regards a flag merely as a symbol of his or 
her personal convictions about politics, ethics, legal issues, or nationalism is a true vexillologist. Therefore patriotism is 
not vexillology and vexillology is not patriotism. For vexillology is an intellectual, not an emotional, pursuit. 

The 'Star-Spangled Banner' 
-Goes"on--·Vie..w in Grand Style 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 2 - A newly the director of the museum. "We de­
cleaned and restored Star-Spangled dded to present the flag as dramati­
Banner, the flag that inspired Francis cally as possible so that people become 
Scott Key in 1813 to write the words that aware in their stomachs that this is the 
later became the national anthem, can Star-Spangled Banner." 
now be seen at the NatioruiI Museum of 
American History, but just for one Instead of simply hanging the flag, 
minute each half hour. the museum devised an audio-visual 

Every 30 minutes a protective shield show to reveal it, using speciallighting, 
. will drop down, revealing the original two taped 19th-century versions of "The 
banner, and two recordings of the na- Star-Spangled Banner," and a comput-
. I th 'Il I th fl . erized system to coordinate the lower-

tIOna an em WI pay as e ag 15 mg' and raismg' of the protective cove. r. 
displayed. 

The ~foot by 34-foot banner, worn The opaque cover,made of gray linen, 
and tattered by age and 19th-century bears a watercolor painting of objects 
souvenir hunters, had hung uncovered of Americana from the 19th century. 

_ in the museum, a unit of the Smithso- The display covers a large wall of the 
nian Institution, since 1964. : museum, next to a pendul:um that hangs 

When the Smithsonian inspected the from the ceiling of the second floor to 
flag, it found a thin layer of dust con- the ground floor. "You don't realize 
taining particles of grass, tree leaves, how big the flag is until the cover goes 
soil and blue cotton fibers, that it said down," Mary Dyer, a museum spokes­
might be from denim jeans worn by man, said. 

rangements were among the earliest 
scores with "Star-Spangled Banner" 
written on them. 

According to Scott Odell. head con­
servator at the museum, the cleaning 
revealed an inscrlption on one of the 
stars and a letter on the red V fragment 
sewn into one of the white stripes. The 
inscription on the star. though not en­
tirely clear, contains the phraSes "On 
the 26th Day of July, 1860" and "was 
presented to my father'S· family." The 
conservators found the letter UB" writ­
ten on the red fragment. 

The flag, displaying 15 stars and 15 
stripes, was hand-sewn for the com· 
mander of Fort McHenry in Baltimore 
harbor on Aug. 19, 1813, by Mary Pick· 
ersgUl, who received $405.90 for the flag 
from the War J;>epartment. The nag, 
originally 30 feet by 42 feet, was pre­
sented to Brevet Lieut. Col. George Ar­
mistead when he retired as commander 
of Fort McHenry in 1815. 

Special to The New YorII:Times 

tourists. After determining that the flag Two recorded versions of the national 
had been exposed to too much light and anthem, one from 1860 and one from 
dust, the museum began a program 1853, are played as the protective cover 
sponsored by Sears Roebuck & Com- lowers into a pit. The two pieces, per­
pany and the Allstate Insurance Com- formed on 19th-century instruments by 
pany last June to clean the flag. musicians affiliated with the SmithsG-

1 Dian, sound quite different. One is in a 
Sougbt Dramatie Display military style, the other a lighter ver-

"We proceeded from a necessity to an sion. George Daley. the musical direc­
opportunity," said Roger G. Kennedy, tor for the project, said that the two ar-
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LETTERS FROM AND 
TO THE EDITOR 
14 July 1983 

Ms. Phyllis Schutzer 
Public Service Director 
The Essex Institute 
132 Essex Street 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970 

Dear Phyllis: 

.. ., 

I continue to enjoy very much tllS Essex County 
Chronic/~s which appears in the Salem Evening News. 

Your column on June 11th, "A Source of Pride in 'Old 
Glory'" contained two errors, I believe. 

The person who named our flag "Old Glory" was 
WILLIAM Driver and not Samuel Driver. 

Also, the phrase "Under God" was not deleted from 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag when school 
prayers were declared illegal by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

I'm enclosing a copy of our Association's latest 
newsletter which contains a reprint of your article. 

Blessings, full and abundant! 
John RB. Szala 

~T~--~--------------------

NOTES FROM 
JOHN M. PURCELL 
NAVA PRESIDENT 

PRESIDENT 

I have received'word from Charles Brannon, Curator of Tumbling 
Waters Museum of Flags, that the museum has moved from 
Montgomery to Prattville, Alabama (a Montgomery suburb). 
According to Charles, the move came about because the former site 
still needed $100,000 to finish renovation, and with the recession, 
funds were coming in slowly. The City of Prattville offered its Newton 
Park Community Building (an octagonal building with a beamed 
ceiling and skylight) with free utilities - too attractive an offer to pass 
up. The opening date of the new museum was June 14, Flag Day in 
the United States, with a television promotional on the local "PM 

Reverend John R.B. Szala Magazine" program on NBC. Charles has planned a great many 
197 Jefferson Avenue programs for the near future. Best of luck to the museum in its new 

home! Having received no negative responses to my earlier 
Salem, Mass. announcement concerning nomination of honorary membership for 

Bob Gauron, I wrote to inform him of the designation. I received a 
Dear Reverend Szala, very nice letter from him, thanking the Executive Board, Dr. Whitney 

I realized my errors when I proof read my column, Smith (who nominated him), and the membership for what he terms 
but it was too late for the Salem News to alter them. I the "Oscar" of vexillology. He and Maysel are enjoying retirement 

h' . t th . t . h' h t along the Menominee River on the Wisconsin-Michigan border. 
guess rus mg IS no e wises way m w IC 0 prepare~_-+h~ is tRe.la~g$ff· ~efore our annual meeting in New York, 
columns. - -- - October 14-16. It is also a time for me to thank once again all of you 

Thank you for your letter and your trouble. Best who have worked with me during the past two years to keep NAVA the 
wishes for good health. fine organization that it is. After two terms as your president (one of 

them for 14 months), I have decided not to be a candidate for the 
office in the coming year. I appreciate the kind words of those of you 
who have urged me to reconsider, but the presidency is a very time-' 
consuming responsibility and I find that my professional obligations 
have become more demanding. Accordingly, I believe NAVA's. 
interests would be better served with a new president who could 
devote the time necessary to the many tasks of the position. I have 

. very much enjoyed my tenure as your president, and will continue to 

Sincerely yours, 
Phyllis Schutzer 

Community Relations Coordinator 

VEXILLOLOGICAL CARTOON 

TECHNOLOGY MARCHES ON, 
BUT MANKIN D COMES FIRST 

from: THE PLAIN DEALER 
Cleveland, Ohio 

18 May 1983 
via: John M. Purcell 

work with your new leadership however I can be of help. 
While I have enjoyed the cooperation and help of many of you in 

these last two years, and hope that I have not overlooked anyone in 
past recognition of your services, I would like to single out four 
people for a special word of thanks. First is the editor of NAVA News, 
Rev. John R.B. Szala, who has done an outstanding job as 
Publications Chairman, consistently producing first-class news­
letters and yearbooks for a considerable number of years. Himself a 
past president for two years, John knows the importance of an 
informed membership, and has consistently and conscientiously 
given us fine publications, often virtually by himself and against 
difficult and unforeseen circumstances. 

The second is our able treasurer, Grace Cooper, who has kept 
close watch on our finances for the past four years. Grace has spent 
long hours writing letters to remind members to pay dues, and has 
spent many extra hours working to see that we remain solvent and 
financially healthy. . 

Third is Woody Ridgway, Vice-President during my first year in 
office. Woody is a "doer," and besides helping me immensely, is 
responsible for our beautifully produced Driver's Award and Merit 
certificates, as well as our stationery. 

Finally, a tribute to Bill Spangler, who year after year sees to it that 
our publications are mailed out on time to you. Bill has been 
extremely generous with his time and the services of his staff at Dettra 
Flag Company, especially Mrs. Marie Cassel, who "keeps it ·all 
straight." 

To all of them, and to the many others of you who have volunteered 
your time and talents,imuchas gracias, amigos! See you in New York! 
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2307 MONUMENT AVENUE RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23220 

Festival Flags, Ltd., operated by Millie Jones, is a unique flag 
manufacturing company in the heart of Dixie. 

The firm designs and fabricates flags and banners for indivi­
dual use, as well as architects and designers throughout the 
country. 

A very popular item is It's a Girl/ It's a Boy flag which retails for 
$35.00 each. The flag is a memento to be passed from generation 
to generation. 

One has to see the flags produced by Festival Flags to appre­
ciate the professional work of this young firm. 

--_. -- " .. ,....-..- -. 
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