

















Aussie sculptor has monumental U.S. project

“This will give the monument a growing public interest
yearly with a significant individual to he honored by choice of
the public,” Strong said.

EACH YEAR, the public will be given a list of 10 possible
individuals to be enshrined on the monument and they will
register their selection by dialing a toll-free telephone number.
The selection will be unveiled at ceremonies the next year.

“It will record the years of participation for this monu-
ment,” he said. “It is a monument that has life in it. It has
people involved in it.”

He said suggestions for possible candidates for the first 10
stars included Thomas Edison, Chief Sitting Bull, Neil Arm-
strong, John Lennon, Elvis Presley, Bing Crosby,, John F.
Kennedy, Frank Lloyd Wright, Jesse Owens, Albert Einstein,
Jane Addams, Martin Luther King Jr., Amelia Earhart, Walt
Disney, Kit Carson and Bob Hope.

“It’s not just a monument,” he said. “It’s a representatlon of
what the country stands for. It's a whole inspiration designed
to inspire more people to use their imagination to create and -
to make their life a very happy one by creating fantastic
results just like these people did.”

A GIANT FLAG to be molded into a mountainside has been

chiseled by Australion sculptor Brett-Livingstone Strong. (UPI)

LOS ANGELES (UPI)—The Australian sculptor who cap-
tured public notice by chiseling the face of John Wayne on a
12-ton rock from Malibu beach is now tackling a project even
more ‘monumental.

Brett-Livingstone Strong, 27, has designed a “fantastic,
inspirational, super-patriotic” image of a giant American flag
at full staff, and he intends to mold it into a mountainside.

The  earlier- project came about when the enterprising
Strong bought the rock at Malibu for $]00 after it had
perched precariously over the Pacific Coast Highway. The
likeness of the late movie hero Wayne that Strong created
from the big, circular boulder went on display at Hollywood’s
Chinese theater and later went on a national tour.

The proposed site of Strong’s latest brainstorm is known as
Windy Point, situated on Southern Pacific Railroad property
off Interstate 10 in the desert near Palm Springs, Calif. It is
near the base of 8,516-foot Mt. San Jacinto, about 100 miles
east of Los Angeles.

STRONG SAID THE significance of the steel-and-concrete
- monolith, measuring 178 feet tall and 288 feet wide, “is
comparable to Mt. Rushmore and the Statue of Liberty.”

" “The cliff will be excavated and the monumient will be built
into the cliff. Therefore, it's not going to take 14 years like it

did Mt. Rushmore,” he said. “It's going to take onmly three T — :
years.” Historic Salem, Massachusetts (founded in

Inside the momument will be a huge 200,000-square-foot 1626) is famous not only for the witchcraft
museum “similar to the Smithsonian Institution,” Strong said. hysteria of 1692; America’s oldest contin-
i And it’ SS!;;“ 8 ﬂ‘iemi‘g d}:‘eam l}'hfggggl““i&einﬁﬂed P";V‘;*ltie uing Protestant church; the site of the first
nvestors, Strong already has collect million toward his d
$15 million desert sculpture, which he calls “The United recorded act of flag disecration in America;

Roger Williams; the chaplain of ‘Oliver

States Monument.” ’
IOHL . Cromwell; the first missionaries to leave for
d that because of the inspirational nature of the et A J > 1
Strong sad e P the Orient; the home of “"Old Glory”. Driver,

project, the remaining $14 million *“should be easy to raise.” nonE - - )
“Forty-four years have passed since the last U.S. monu- and America’s first millionaire,"Mr. Derby, but

ment,” Strong said. “The United States Monument will also for Rita A. Michaud, known as “Rickey”
become the first significant monument on the West Coast and - by her friends.
will grow into one of the greatest monuments to mankind Rickey is the secretary at the First Church
with its continuing attraction to the public and their participa- in Salem and since NAVA's editor has taken
tion." up residency in the venerable pulpit there,

Each star yvill .be 12 feet across and faced with stainless she has become a flag manufacturer —
§te(_el.,‘ and will display in bronze the face “of a significant executing flags in cloth to be flown over the
mdmdyt'lal who has honored America with ability and achieve- parsonage on religious festivals of the
ments.

e : Church Year.

At the unveiling—planned for July 4, 1984—10 stars will ck ST . : ‘
have a 7-foot bronze portraiture attached, and each July 4th Rickey is pictured above with two recent

for the next 40 years, another face will be placed on another flags which she has made.
star, Strong said. Can you identify the symbols?
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EMMET MITTLEBEELER:

Winner of the Second William Driver Award
by Dorothy Hite Claybourne

Distinguished educator, lawyer,
political scientist, and flag scholar,
Emmet Vaugh Mittlebeeler was born
August 8, 1915 in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. He is the son of Jacob (a coal
dealer) and Katherine Moorman (a
real estate agent) Mittlebeeler. He
holds his Bachelor's and Jurum
Doctoral degrees from the University
of Louisville in 1936 and 1939, re-
spectively. Emmet began his private
law practice in Kentucky in 1939, a
practice which he continues to this
day. His early career in law was
interrupted by military service with
the U.S. Army Air Force and Counter
Intelligence Corps from 194210 1945,
He was stationed variously in South
America, Africa, the Middle East, and
ki Central and Western Europe.

After the war Emmet served the State of Kentucky as Assistant
Attorney General. He then returned to graduate study, taking his
Master's degree from the University of Chicago in 1951 and the
following year his Ph.D. in political science. He was Lecturer in
history and political science at the University of Kentucky 1951-
53. The next year he served as Assistant to Congressman John
M. Robinson, Jr., of the Kentucky House of Representatives.

. Next to command his attention, inevitably, was Washington,
D.C., where he went in 1954 to begin his association with Ameri-
can University, an association which continued until last year
when he became Professor Emeritus. There he was assistant
professor 1954-57, associate professor 1957-61, and professor
of government and public administration from 1961 until his
retirement.

Emmet has also taught higher education in Africa. First, dur-
ing 1962-63 he was Fulbright-Hays Act Professor at University
College in Rhodesia and Nyasaland (now the University of
Rhodesia). In 1969-70 he went to Nigeria for the first time as
Visiting Professor of political science and law at the University of
Ife, Ife-Ife, and Ibadan, and in 1976-78 to Ahmadu Bello Univer-
sity in Zaria.

He is a member of the bars of Kentucky, the U.S. Supreme
Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia

Circuit, and the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.

Burgee of the year

You'll be seeing a new bur-
gee flying from the
~__shrouds of sail-
N ing craft
from coast to
a coast which will identify
/members of the Canadian Yachting
Association.
The flag is white and dark blue for 1981 and the As-
KL\‘(sociation proposes to issue a new one every year.
" The Canadian Yachting Association’s address is:
33 River Road, Ottowa, Ontario, Canada K1L 8B9.

UNKNOWN PERSON IDENTIFIED

“No. 17" inthe group photograph which appeared
in the winter issue of NAVA NEWS is none other
than Mrs. Helen T. Ridgway, the wife of our Vice
President. Our face is red and our apology
profound!
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This mild-mannered gentleman with a faint hint of a Southern
accent is thin, of medium height, with greying hair. He siill
maintains his legal residencein Louisville. He is a Protestant and
calls himself an Independent Republican. He is a member of the
American Political Science Association. the American Associa-
tion of University Professors, Pi Sigma Alpha. Phi Alpha Delta,
and the Fulbright Alumni Association. He has been a member of
the Board of Directors of the Association for Academic Travel
Abroad since 1969: this organization provides financial aid to
needy students allowing them to participate in ATA programs.
This past summer Emmet conducted his fifth visit, escorting a
group of students, to the Soviet Union. where, he says. it is "a
very difficult country in which to obtain flags of any kind.”

Emmet. who introduced the new word ‘vexillatry” meaning
worship or veneration of the flag into the English language. does
not recall precisely how or when he first became interested in
flags. "But | do know.” he confesses, “that in my early years we
lived close to a library and | used to be taken there to browse
through books. Colors of flags.” he explains. ‘must have
attracted me then.”

In response to a questionabout NAVA and how he first learned
about the organization. Emmet has this to say. "In preparation
for a public address on the early American flags in 1967, |
consulted the Encyclopedia Americana. where | ran across the
name of Whitney Smith as the author of an article. He was
identified as being with the Flag Research Center.of which | had
never heard. | started corresponding with Whitney. and that led
me to NAVA." Atthattime NAVA was an infant organization with a
special appeal to Emmet. and he joined in time to attend.among
two dozen other enthusiastic vexillologists, the second annual
meeting.

He was immediately pressed into service as a member of the
Special Bylaws Committee created to obtain a charter for NAVA
as a non-profit organization. Since then. he has served also on
the Budget and Program Committees. and he headed up the
Bunker Hill Flag Committee, assisted by this author. to study
whether or not a flag was indeed carried in that historic battle.
Emmet has been NAVA's Parliamentarian at every national meet-
ing his busy schedule has permitted him to attend. His own
particular vexillological interests. in case you have not realized ii
yet. are early American flags. and flags and the law.

Winner of the second William Driver Award at NAVA-14,
Emmet was asked to moderate a panel discussion on flag profa-
nation by the St. Louis meeting s chairman. prior to the topic's
selection. Emmet told this writer: “Vexillology does not have
many subjects that are surcharged with emotion. but if one
could be found. I think a discussion on that would be worthwhile.
Of course, I'd be willing to chair such a discussion.” Thus the
controversial subject was chosen, with such excellent results.
Congratulations. Emmet!

THANK YOU KINDLY

The editor wishes to express sincere appreciation to
the following men and women who have sent items of
vexillological interest for possible use in NAVA NEWS:

Charles E. Brannon of Montgomery, Alabama
Grace Rogers Cooper of Holmes Beach, Florida
Peter Edwards of Toronto, Canada

Edith M.G. Fernando of Sri Lanka

Andre Flicher of Dreux, France

Robert S. Gauron of Lombard, lllinois

Arnis Keksis of Toronto, Canada

Robert J. Kidd of Adrian, Michigan

James Marill of Glen Rock, New Jersey
Michael J. McCauley of Raytown, Missouri
Paul Edward Parker, Jr. of New York, New York
Frederick W. Patten of Culver City, California
John M. Purcell of Brunswick, Ohio

Whitney Smith of Winchester, Massachusetts
Michael Tancey of Osceola, Indiana

Continue to send tear sheets from magazines and
newspapers, along with original articles. Original
copies are necessary and will be returned as photostat
copies cannot be adequately duplicated.
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