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l Famed Photo

By Kevin Leary

The soul-stirring photograph has been seen more than any other

picture in the history of photography. It has been reproduced on stamps,
war bonds, paper weights, cartoons, and in sculptures of ice, hamburger

and bronze.

The picture helped win World War II, and made Chromcle pho-
tographer Joe Rosenthal a Marine Corps hero.

Rosenthal’s Pulitzer Prize-winning picture of the flag -raising on Iwo
Jima, taken Feb. 23, 1945, froze in one four-hundredths of a second a

" symbol of the indomitable fighting spirit of the U. S. Marine Corps.

Yesterday the Marines of the 12th Marine Corps District on Treasure

Island turned out spit-shined and
in dress blues to pay tribute to
Rosenthal in a delayed 35th anni-
versary. of the photograph and the
bloody victory at Iwo Jima.

“To say we .are here this
morning to pay tribute to,a man
would be an understatement,” said
Colonel E. L. Erickson, command-
ing ofﬂcer of the district. “We are
here to' pay. homage and show our
appreciation to a living legend.”

Rosenthal, 68, took the historic

photo- when he was a combat
correspondent with the Associated

- Press. For the past 34% years he

has been an aggressive and artistic
photographer with The Chronicle.

Rqﬁemhal rejected . from mili-
tary serwicé in World War II
‘because. of poor eyesight, ultimate-

ly saw as much combat as any

veteran of the war.

Rosenthal became a combat
photographer and had a ringside
view of history, taking pictures of
some of .the most dramatic mo-
ments-of the war.

A praetical newsman, Rosen-
thal figured the best way to get
good news pictures was “to get
where the action is, where the
plctures happen themselves, and
all T had to do was point the
camera.”

And that's where he went
looking for news — New Guinea,
Hollandia, Guam, the Palau group
and bombing raids over the Japa-
nese-occupied Philippines. He was
always where the bullets were

flying because that’s where the
pictures were that he wanted.

When the Marines landed on
Iwo Jima on Feb. 19, 1945, Rosen-
thal rode a landing craft loaded
with ammunition to the beach.

Once on land, “the situation was
impossible,” he recalled. “No man
who survived the beach can tell
you how he did it.

- ~wished for.

When he and his Marines
fought their way to the top of
Mount Suribachi four days after
landing, Rosenthal found to his
disappointment that a small Amer-
ican flag was already flying over
the bloody, 546-foot summit.

However, five Marines and a
Navy corpsman were about to
raise another larger flag, one that
could be seen by Americans all
over the tiny 7%-square-mile is-
land.

It was that flagraising that
Roserthal caught, creating his im-
mortal picture.

“And no,” Rosenthal said, “it
was not posed. I gave no signal and
didn't set it up. I just got every
break a photographer could have
If I set it up, 1
probably would have ruined the
shot. I was lucky.”



GEORGE CAHILL: COMPLEAT
' EXTROVERT

Gupton Vogt recently said when speaking of George
Cahill, “He has to be the greatest extrovert on earth.” Those
of us who know and love George have to agree with Gupton.

Born 5 November 1925 in Indianapolis, Ind., George F.
Cahill grew up in Kansas City, Mo., where his parents still
live. During World War |l he flew with the Eighth Army Air
Force. Hereceived his B.S. in Pharmacy in 1949 from Purdue
University.

George has worked as a stock and shipping clerk,
stockyard hand, ambulance and hearse driver, haberdasher,
salesman and huckster. What he does best is peddle the
U.S.A. as a professional patriot.

George has been 27 years in the employ of the Boy Scouts
of America, serving in five metropolitan cities. His interest in
flags grew along with his links to Scouting and came to full
bloom with the opportunity to create The Flag Plaza and the
National Flag Foundation. NFF is a unique patriotic
educational center dealing with the history of the U.S. as
depicted by its flags. George also founded the “Pride in
America” Company, which produces and distributes artand
literature to promote patriotic awareness and pride.

In 1967, as Director of the National Flag Foundation,
George invited Whitney Smith to edit NFF's Flags of America
book, and he learned about NAVA at that time. He attended
the next meeting and joined. He is interested in historic
American flags and state flags of the U.S. and in related
emblems and symbols.

George is a member of the Executive Committe and
Trustee of the American Humanics Foundation and a
lifetime member of the board of Alpha Phi Omega, the
National Service Fraternity. His awards and honors have
been many. Among those he particularly treasures are
Pittsburgh Man of the Year Community Service Award in
1976, the Gen. Ridgeway Award by the West Point Society in
1977, and several Freedom Foundation Awards.

George has contributed articles to numerous
publications. In 1978 he wrote and published Big Ideas: 60
Inspirational Messages, a booklet of anecdotes on
individual responsibility.

George is a Roman Catholic and a Republican. His
political stance, he says, is “Conservative, to the right of
Teddy Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, and Genghis Khan.”
George and Muriel Cahill were married on 5 January 1952.
They live with their three children in Pittsburgh.

When George was asked if he had any other interests, he
replied, “Enough is too much!” Amen.

Dorothy H. Claybourne

THE

“This is merely a routine audit, Mr. Gillis. No one
is questioning your loyalry.”
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LETTERS

Editor:

| would like to request that you inform
all personal flag owners to contact the
Tumbling Waters Registry of
Contemporary Personal Flags as we are
again offering registration.

| have enclosed information on this
free service and | pledge to be rapid and
thorough on responding to applications
or inquiries. Also, l am pleased to inform
you that | have replaced Janet Smith in
the P.R. department.

Sincerely,

Shirley A. Martial

Chief, Division of Research &
Information

Tumbling Waters Museum
131 South Perry Street

'DUES DUE ?

THE TUMBLING WATERS
REGISTRY OF
CONTEMPORARY
PERSONAL FLAGS

The Registry is a program started by
TWM in an effort to catalog the
estimated million and a half personal
flags that exist in the world today.
Drawings or photographs of personal
flags and information on the design and
symbolism are kept in the Registry.
Personal flags are accepted for the

Montgomery, AL 36104

Letters

Museum’s collection.

To the Editor:

There seems to exist much confu-
sion in the minds of people regar-
ding the flying of the flag at half
staff.

President Eisenhower in 1954
issued a directive which stated
when, and for what length of time,
the flag of the United States of
America should fly at half-staff:

“For 10 days in the case of the
death of the Vice President, the
Chief Juctice or a retired Chief
Justice, or the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

“From the day of death until in-
terment for an Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court, a member of
the Cabinet, a former Vice Presi-
dent, the Secretaries of the Army,
Navy and Air Force, a United
States Senator, a member of the
"House, a territorial delegate, the
Resident Commissioner of the
Commonwealth of of Puerto Rico,
or the Governor of a state or
territory.

Fly the Flag

In the event of the death of other
officials, former -officials or
foreign dignitaries, the flag should
be displayed at half-staff, in accor-
dance with such orders or instruc-
tions as might be issued hy or at the
direction of the President, or in ac-
cordance with recugnized customs
or practices not inconsistent with
law.”

The presidential proclamation
also stated that heads of depart-
ments and agencies of the federal
government could direct that the
flag be flown at half-staff on occa-
sions other than those specified.

In the light of tradition and flag
etiquette, it is, in my opinion, inap-
propriate to lower the national flag
at half-mast for the hostages in
Iran.

Perhaps the historical
Background of the custom will
substantiate my claim.

Lowering the flag at half-mast
had its origin in early naval battles.
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The defeated foe had to lower his
flag halfway so that the victor’s
colours could take the place of
precedence and honor.

With the passage of time, the
lowered flag became a symbol of
respect, especially to one of
superior station. Most nations
eventually adopted the practice of
flying their flags at half-staff as a
mark of mourning and
acknowledgement of Death’s vic-
tory over mortal life.

Let us, by all means, proudly fly
Old Glory in honor of those noble
men and women being held hostage
in Iran, but let us not strike our
colours before an adversary whose
violation of human rights makes
them unworthy of this act of
respect.

REV. JOHN R. B. SZALA,
President

North American
Vexillological Association
Salem



