








Hitler's birthday, April 20, 1933-Forty-/our swastika candles ... and one to grow on. 

Why Hitler chose 
the swastika 

Hitler believed in wooing the masses not only with political ideas, but 
with symbols, color, pageantry (not to mention shows of force). A National 
Socialist party flag was an important part of all that, needed to stir the 
hearts of the faithful, and to impress those not yet converted. During the 
summer of 1920" long before his party had achieved any sort of power, 
Hitler studied designs submitted to him by party members, many of which 
included swastikas. He finally accepted his own - a black swastika on a 
white disc on a red background. 

Hitler had been familiar with the hooked cross since childhood - the 
ancient symbol was part of the coat of arms, and also carved into the pulpit 
of Lambach Monastery, where he went to school. He'd doodled them in his 
school notebooks. And he must have seen the swastika used in the emblems 
of anti-Semitic parties in Austria just after the First World War. Un
doubtedly, for �H�i�t�l�e�r�~� the swastika was some sort of symbol of Aryan supre
macy, but his rhetoric in Mein Kampf doesn't yield solid reasons: " ••• in 
the hooked cross (we see) the mission of the fight for victory of the Aryan 
man and, at the same time, the victory of the idea of creative work which 
itself was eternally anti-Semitic and will be anti-semitic." 

Perhaps I in his choice, Hi tl er was also relying on the dra\ving power 
of a symbol very close to the Christian cross. In the end, if his National 
Reich Church had been established, the swastika would have replaced the 
cross. Point 30 of the proposed National Reich Church's 30-point program, 
dnnm up during the war, read: "On the day of its foundation, the Chris
tian cross must be removed from all churches, cathedruls and chapels ••••• 
and it must be superseded by the only unconquerable symbol, the swastil;:a." 

from: THE CANADIAN 
The Toronto Star 
April 30, 1977 



"THESOILINC OF OLD GLORY" by He'raid ,American Phot.ographer, 
Stanley Forman 

Stanley Forman of the Boston HE'rald American is the only news 
photographer ever to \1in back-to-back J?u.1ilzer prizes. 

The above phoLograph, of inlerest to vexillologists, was ITIdde 
April 6, 1<)76, cu.ughL In d moment of ra\"r rdcism at Boslon City Hall 
during an antibusing demonstration by \"rhite students. It \'ias titJed 
"The Soiling of 01 d Glory." 

His Pulitzer Prize the previous year was for two photos that 
showed a woman and Cl child plunging fIve stories to the ground from 
a collapsing fir~ e~capc. 

THE~LEOFMAN~ARMS 

r rOln: 
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ThF.' Torollto SL"r 

l'<(1rch 2(" 1 r'77 

From the island's arms, which, as people 
who like corny humor love to point out, 
are legs, 

In proper heraldic language the shield 
is described as "gules, three legs armed, 
conjoined in fesse at the thighs, flexed in 

triangle, proper booted and c;purred, or." 
Translated, that means, three 'legs in ar
mor, bent at the Imee and joined at the 
thigh, ornamented in gold on a red back
ground. 

The "three legs" of Man first ap
peared sometime during the 14th cen
lury on the village cross of Kirk 

I Maughold, then, in 1395, on the shield 
of Sir William Ie Scrope, king of Man, 
but no one is sure of its origin. One old 
saying - another bad joke - is based on 
the Isle of Man's location: If you imag
ined the shield stuck on a map over the 
island, you'd know why people say that 
"the Isle of Man kneels to England, 
kicks at Scotland, and spurns Ireland." 



NAVA MEMBER RESEARCHES HISTORIC 46-STAR FLAG MADE IN OKLAHOMA 
--- --- ... -- ---- --- -- - - ----

from the April 10, 1977 issue of The Guthrie Daily Leader 

Florence Dressel Hutchison, Jacksonville, Illinois, who was 
reared in the Guthrie area, was back here this week to see the 46th 
star flag at the Territorial Nuseum, and doing some research at the 
State Historical Building in Oklahoma City • 

. For the past 20 years, she has been involved in researching 
flags, and found the flag, on display at the Huseum, in Independence 
Hall in 1965, where it had been sent after being stitched in Guthrie 
by the Betsy Ross Association. 

Two flags were made in Guthrie in June of 1908 to be ready for 
flying on July 4, 1908, the first Independence Day after the ad
mission of Oklahoma as the 46th state of the United States, November 
16, 1907. 

Mrs. Hutchison disagrees with the often-told story that one of 
the flags went down with the U.S.S. Oklahoma at Pearl Harbor. It is 
her contention that the flag on the Oklahoma was the first manufac
tured flag with 46 stars - not the hand made one. 

Nrs. Hutchison graduated from Guthrie High School in 1930, 
attended Oklahoma State University, majoring in horne economics, and 
taught in Hissouri and Illinois for 10 years. She and her husband 
have lived in Illinois for the past 20 years, and in Jacksonville 
for the past six. They have five children and eight grandchildren. 

She is shown above along with the photograph of the Betsy Ross 
Association at a reunion held at the Carnegie Library where the f,lag 
\vas made. 



MRS. LEHMAN 

HE ARt:: SAD TO REPORT 
THE DEATH OF 
I<RS. VIVIAN LEHNAN, 
philanthropist and 
creator of the Flag 
Plaza near the civic 
Arena in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Ers. Lehman ,·ras 
awarded Lhe first 
honorary membership 
by the North Ameri
can Vexillological 
Association in 1970. 

~ 

The Personal Flag of 

CV. GR. Spence 

• EXL1BRISItJ 

The Reverend D. Ralph Spence is the Hector of 
St. John the Evangelist Church in Thorold, Ontario. 
He is currently the Vice-president of NAVA. Upon 

submitting the above for publica Lion in NAVA NEvJS, he said: "Enclosed are a 
picture of my flag <1nc1 c1 book-pla teo The heruldic description is as [ollm"s: 
Or a lion r<1mpant Gules, within a bordure Vert, over all d bend nebuly Sable 
in dexter chief Cl canton voided of Lhe second." Court Lord Lyon -
September 24, 1973. 

Moon Residents' Flag, by Albert Notarbartolo, New York City 

NEW GLORY 
Tlw· '::-lCl9 Lo thr~ 10ft is bu t one; 

o~ nany :-ascinating illustrations 
in a booklet enti tIrd "r~Cd CI02Y" -
~~<lrt II: ;,'Civ DC'~;i0ns for [,lags. 

TIl(;' flag prt) j F.:cL \V'US uIlc1ertal:en 
by the :~anta Barbi1ra NusC'um of .'irt, 
1130 SL~tc 3t., Santa Barbara, Cali
[ornico 93101. 

:':,\V." niomb'-'r, Paul C. ~.;ills, is 
iIltricJLc:ly hwolved in the project. 

'i'll.i.,; lJool:l('t shou.l d be in every 
,(":iJJ01DC"Ji~L's librury. 


