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Cover Illustration:  The “Forward Russia” flag.  Source:  http://www.biar.ru/news.
php?id=123.

Title Page:  Utah’s Mammoth Statehood Flag hangs from the Salt Lake Temple in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, circa 1897.  The huge flag was displayed on the south wall with 
its union to the east, near the taller towers.  Source:  Special Collections, Marriott 
Library, University of Utah.

Back Cover:  Figures from “The Cinco de Mayo Flag Flap”, “Utah’s Mammoth 
Statehood Flag”, “The ‘Forward Russia’ Flag”, and “Applying Sebeok’s Typology of 
Signs to the Study of Flags”.
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Subscriptions & Submission of Articles

Raven:  A Journal of Vexillology is published by the North American Vexillological 
Association (NAVA), 1977 North Olden Avenue Extension, PMB 225, Trenton, New 
Jersey  08618-2193, USA.  

Subscriptions:  Free to NAVA members, US$40 per year for non-NAVA members 
(includes a subscription to the quarterly NAVA News).  Membership information is 
available by contacting the NAVA membership committee.  Back issues are available 
through the NAVA Shopper at www.nava.org.

Submission of Articles:  For guidelines and schedule, contact the Raven editor, c/o 
NAVA.  Send articles to the Raven editor in electronic form in Microsoft Word or 
WordPerfect, with a minimum of formatting and with high-resolution images sent as 
separate files.  Do not use the footnote/endnote function.  Articles are subject to an 
annual juried review and accepted based on criteria set by the Editorial Board.  Authors 
of accepted articles must sign a publication agreement assigning copyright to NAVA 
and affirming that the material is original and not previously published elsewhere.  
Articles will be edited for style, consistency, and length.

Material appearing in Raven does not necessarily reflect the policy or opinion of NAVA, 
the NAVA executive board, or the Raven editor.

Information concerning permission to reprint articles is available from the Raven 
editor.  Articles appearing in Raven are abstracted and indexed in HISTORICAL 
ABSTRACTS and AMERICA:  HISTORY AND LIFE.
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NAVA

The North American Vexillological Association (NAVA) is a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to the promotion of vexillology, the scientific and scholarly 
study of flag history and symbolism.  Its members come from all fields of 
vexillology, including flag collectors and historians, government officials, 
museum directors, and flag manufacturers and retailers, as well as those in-
terested in flags as a hobby.  NAVA publishes Raven:  A Journal of Vexillology 
and a newsletter, NAVA News, hosts the website www.nava.org, holds annual 
meetings, undertakes special projects, and participates in international vexil-
lological events.

For membership information, contact the Membership Committee, North 
American Vexillological Association, 1977 North Olden Avenue Extension, 
PMB 225, Trenton, New Jersey  08618-2193, USA, or visit www.nava.org.
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Editor’s Notes

With this volume Raven resumes its standard format:  several excellent articles 
on varied flag topics.  Most were presented first as papers at NAVA’s annual 
meeting 2010 in Los Angeles, California; they represent the pinnacle of vexil-
lological scholarship in North America and include the winner of the Captain 
William Driver Award.

The offerings in this volume continue a Raven tradition of broad and diverse 
flag scholarship.  Unusually, three of the members of the Editorial Board of 
Raven contributed articles—demonstrating the deep commitment its members 
have to vexillology and furthering their personal research in the field.  

This publication is a team effort:  thanks go to the members of the Editorial 
Board, who review and approve all submissions to this journal, and especially 
to Annie Platoff for her ever-invaluable proofreading assistance.  With this 
volume we welcome two new members to the Editorial Board:  Perry Dane 
and Ken Reynolds; both have published their work in earlier volumes of Raven 
and bring deep vexillological experience.  We also mourn the passing of John 
Purcell, founding member of the Editorial Board, whose work on this issue 
was among the last of his innumerable contributions to NAVA.

As usual, Raven generally follows the Chicago Manual of Style; however, it 
adopts the more logical British style of presenting quoted material inside the 
commas and periods that belong to the surrounding sentence.  
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Dedication:  To John Purcell

We dedicate this volume to the memory of our colleague, Dr. John M. Purcell, 
an outstanding vexillologist and a NAVA member since 1968, who died as 
this volume was readied for typesetting.  As a founding member of the Raven 
Editorial Board, he helped guide our annual journal through 19 volumes, 
reviewing scores of prospective articles and offering authors insightful feed-
back.  He served as NAVA’s corresponding secretary, recording secretary, and 
president.  He also established NAVA’s flag design committee, advancing his 
interest in vexillographical excellence.

A keen scholar, John’s 40 years of research into U.S. municipal flags culmi-
nated in Raven 9/10, American City Flags (2003), and he contributed several 
articles to Raven 18, Canadian City Flags (2011).  His vexillological writings 
also appeared in The Flag Bulletin, NAVA News, Banderas, and Banderín.  He 
co-edited Flagwaver, the journal of the Great Waters Association of Vexillol-
ogy, since its inception in 1996.  In 1999 he received both the Whitney Award 
from NAVA and the New Directions in Vexillology Award from the Canadian 
Flag Association, in 2005 he was named a “Fellow of the Federation” by the 
International Federation of Vexillological Associations, and in 2010 he was 
granted honorary membership in NAVA for “distinguished service to the as-
sociation”, an honor shared by only seven others.

He was a professor of Spanish and Foreign Language Education at Cleveland 
State University (Ohio).  We will miss his gentle charm, the twinkle in his 
eye, and his tireless devotion to the study of flags.

May those who read this journal take a lesson from his meticulousness in 
research and his unwavering commitment to advance the field of vexillology, 
and adopt these virtues as models to pursue in their own work.
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